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1341   (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
September 30. 1888.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty.
He has had the honour to receive this day Your Majesty's gracious
letter of the 3oth, in which Your Majesty restrains Mr. Gladstone
from making use in any newspaper or periodical of the per-
mission therein granted to him. Mr. Gladstone as in duty bound
obeys this prohibition, and he also accepts it most willingly.
With respect to Your Majesty's permission to make the
requisite disclosures in Parliament, Mr. Gladstone has humbly
to observe that he is aware of no precedent for any proceeding
of this kind. The question appears to be an historical one between
Lord Selborne (as principal) and himself. It is in Mr. Gladstone's
view this : whether the declaration made by him in the name of
the Ministry on May 2, 1882, with reference to the release of Mr.
Parnell and others, was in conformity with the proceedings of the
Cabinet : the recent statement of fact in the Nineteenth Century'1
being, he conceives, in substance only a repetition of that public
announcement. Mr. Gladstone does not remember to have known
or heard of any disclosure of the proceedings of a Cabinet before
the House, except in immediate relation to current Parliamentary
arrangements. Whether the House would assent to a departure
from its usages, he cannot say: but he is extremely averse to
being responsible for promoting or asking any such departure.
There is another method of proceeding, not mentioned in
Your Majesty's letter. Mr. Gladstone might, on his own respon-
sibility, without the intervention of any periodical or other organ,
state the case in a tract or letter written for the purpose ; which
would of course be open to reply. . . .
1342  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HAWARDEN. Oct. n. 1888.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and
not having received Your Majesty's assent to the request con-
tained in his letter of the 3oth ult. he cannot but perceive that
Your Majesty still finds the subject not free from difficulty. He
accordingly begs at once to withdraw the request and will trouble
1 "Mr. Forster and Ireland."   Nineteenth Century, September, 1888.